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Course  Ancient History 
Unit/ 

Length 
Unit Objectives/ Big Ideas Basic Outline/ Structure  Materials/ Text Content Vocabulary  Assessments, Activities 

and Extensions 
 5 Themes of Geography Location 

Regions 
Movement 
Place 
Interaction 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

latitude, longitude, parallels, meridians, 
physical map, political map, climate,  

 Create a Country  
Landform Bingo 

 Chapter 1 Prehistory 1.1 Geography & History 
1.2 Prehistory 
1.3 The Beginnings of 
Civilization 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

History, Prehistory, archaeologist, oral 
traditions, geography, hominid, stone 
age, nomad, domesticate, irrigation, 
surplus, artisan, civilization, social class 

 Timeline Activity 
Discovery of Fire Skits 
Analyzing Ancient Objects 
Cave Art 
I have, Who Has 

 Chapter 2 - Mesopotamia 2.1 Land Between Two Rivers 
2.2 Fertile Crescent Empires 
2.3 The Legacy of 
Mesopotamia 
2.4 Mediterranean Civilizations 
2.5 Judaism 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

scribe, fertile crescent, city-state, 
polytheism, myth, empire, Babylon, 
caravan, bazaar, Zoroastrianism, code, 
Hammurabi, cuneiform, alphabet, 
monotheism, famine, exile, covenant, 
Moses, prophet, diaspora 

 Wheel Posters 
Empires Chart 
Jewish Holiday Posters 
Alphabet Book 
I have, Who Has 

 Chapter 3 - Egypt and Nubia 3.1 The Geography of the Nile 
3.2 The Rulers of Egypt 
3.3 Egyptian Religion 
3.4 Ancient Egyptian Culture 
3.5 The Cultures of Nubia 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

Nubia, cataract, delta, silt, pharaoh, 
dynasty, absolute power, regent, 
afterlife, mummy, pyramid, giza, 
hieroglyphs, papyrus, astronomy, ore, 
Lower Nubia, Upper Nubia, artisan 

 Egyptian Webquest 
Mummification Activity 
Acrostics 
Pyramid and Sphinx Lineplot 
British Museum 
Egyptian gods & goddesses 
Egyptian Mummification 
Egyptian gods/goddesses 
poster 
Outline poster 
Egyptian Math 



 Chapter 4 - Ancient India 4.1 The Indus and Ganges River 
Valleys 
4.2 Hinduism in Ancient India 
4.3 The Beginnings of 
Buddhism 
4.4 Empires of Ancient India 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

subcontinent, monsoon, citadel, 
migrate, caste, brahman, avatar, 
reincarnation, dharma, ahisma, 
meditate, nirvana, missionary, Maurya 
Empire, convert, tolerance 

 Mohenjo-Daro Posters 
Hinduism/Buddhism Posters 
Chandragupta vs Asoka venn 
diagram 
Taj Mahal lineplot 

 Chapter 5 - Ancient China 5.1 The Geography of China’s 
River Valleys 
5.2 Confucius and His 
Teachings 
5.3 Warring Kingdoms Unite 
5.4 Achievements of Ancient 
China 
 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

loess, dike, extended family, Confucius, 
philosophy, civil service, Shi Huangdi, 
currency, Liu Bang, Wudi, warlord, Silk 
Road, silk, Sima Qian 

 Mr. O’s China Webquest 
Confucius Activity 
Qin vs Han Dynasties 
Great Wall - lineplot 
Travel Brochure 
 

 Chapter 6 -  
The Rise of Ancient Greece 

6.1 The Rise of Greek 
Civilization 
6.2 Religion, Philosophy, and 
the Arts 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

epic, acropolis, city-state, aristocrat, 
tyrant, democracy, immortal, oracle, 
philosopher, tragedy,  

 British Museum Webquest 
Greek Myth Radio Play 
Closed Word Sort 

 Chapter 7 
The Glory of Ancient Greece 

7.1 Daily Life in Athens 
7.2 Athens & Sparta 
7.3 The Spread of Greek 
Culture 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

Athens, agora, vendor, slavery, Sparta, 
helots, Peloponnesian War, plague, 
blockade, assassinate, Alexander the 
Great, Hellenistic 

 Greek god/goddesses poster 
Olympic Games 

 Chapter 8 
The Rise of Ancient Rome 

8.1 The Roman Republic 
8.2 The Roman Empire 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

plebeian, consul, veto, dictator, 
province, Colosseum, aqueduct, 
polytheism, arch 

 Models of Roman Structures 

 Chapter 9 
The Fate of Ancient Rome 

9.1 Roman Daily Life 
9.2 Christianity & the Roman 
Empire 
9.3 The Fall of Rome 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

census, villa, circus, gladiator, Jesus, 
messiah, discipline, epistle, martyr, 
Constantine, mercenary, inflation 

 Hadrian’s Wall Project 

 Chapter 10  
Byzantine & Muslim 
Civilizations 

10.1 The Byzantine Empire 
10.2 The Beginnings of Islam 
10.3 Muslim Civilization 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

Constantinople, Justinian, medieval, 
Middle Ages, schism, Muhammad, 
nomads, caravan, Mecca, Muslim, 
Mosque, Quran, Omar, Khayyam, caliph, 
Sufis, sultan 

 Islamic Magazine 



 Chapter 12 
Early Civilizations of the 
Americas 

12.1 South America & the Incas  
12.2 Cultures of Middle 
America 
12.3 Cultures of North America 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

Andes, Cuzco, census, quipo, terraces, 
Aztecs, Tenochtitlan, Mayas, 
slash-and-burn agriculture, maize, 
hieroglyphics, Mound Builders, Ancestral 
Puebloans, pueblo, kiva, Great Plains 

 Ancient Inventions 
Mound Builders Video 

 Chapter 14 - Europe in the 
Middle Ages 

14.1 Feudalism & the Manor 
System 
14.2 The Church & the Rise of 
Cities 
14.3 The Crusades 
14.4 The Power of Kings 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

Middle Ages, medieval, feudalism, maor, 
serf, clergy, excommunication, guild, 
apprentice, chivalry, troubadour, Holy 
Land, Crusades, Jerusalem, Pilgrim, 
Magna Carta, Model Parliament, 
Hundred Years’ War 

 Knights Documentary 
 

 Chapter 15 - The Renaissance 
& Reformation 

15.1 The Renaissance Begins 
15.2 The Renaissance Moves 
North 
15.3 Martin Luther & the 
Reformation 
15.4 Reformation Ideas Spread 
 

Prentice Hall History of 
Our World Textbook  

Renaissance, humanism, movable type, 
indulgence, salvation, Reformation, 
Protestant 

 DaVinci Machines 
Shakespeare & Michelangelo 
Martin Luther  
 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       



       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
 

 

 

 

 


